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Preface to the Revised Second Edition

The increasing popularity of the book, viz. World Thinkers on
Ramakrishna-Vivekananda, originally published in 1983, has
naturally called for its revision, additions, and alterations through
the passage of time.

In its revised edition the book in fitness of things bears a new
title, viz. Great Thinkers on Ramakrishna-Vivekananda. In the
words of Sri Aurobindo, ‘Of all these souls [avataras] Sri
Ramakrishna was the last and greatest, for while others felt God
in a single or limited aspect, he felt Him in His illimitable unity as
the sum of an illimitable variety. In him the spiritual experiences of
the millions of saints who had gone before were renewed and
united. Sri Ramakrishna gave to India the final message of
Hinduism to the World.’

The Ramakrishna-Vivekananda movement has been the most
marvellous contribution of creative India to world civilization. If
Sri Ramakrishna is regarded as the ‘prophet’ of the new
movement, Swami Vivekananda is certainly its greatest
‘preacher’ of protagonist. India is born anew through the
Ramakrishna-Vivekananda movement to work out the salvation
not only of India but of the world at large.

The main inspiring force behind this revised edition is Swami
Prabhananda, (now General Secretary of the Ramakrishna Math
and Ramakrishna Mission) while acting as the Secretary of the
Ramakrishna Mission Institute of Culture, we entrusted Professor
Haridas Mukherjee of the Indological Studies and Research wing
to revise the whole book in the light of certain suggestions and the
new materials presented by the former to the latter.

We hope that the revised edition of the book will receive
proper appreciation from the thinking minds all over the world.

Kolkata Swami Sarvabhutananda
27 February, 2009 Secretary
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Foreword to the First Edition

Ramakrishna and Vivekananda represent one single truth, one
its spirit and other its form. What is the truth they represent? That
man can develop till he feels he is one with God. To develop to
that point is, according to them, the goal of life. Every effort that
man makes should be directed to that end.

Between themselves, they have done much to regenerate
India. They are not just religious and social leaders, they have
given back to India her lost identity by rousing her national pride.
Indian Renaissance can truly be said to have begun with them.

Yet Ramakrishna and Vivekananda are above all barriers of
race and creed. Their concern is for mankind as a whole, for to
them it is one despite its many superficial divisions. If today their
influence is spreading, it is because they address themselves to
entire humanity. No wonder they enjoy universal love and respect,
a fact to which the following pages bear ample testimony. This
small book, with tributes to Sri Ramakrishna and Swami
Vivekananda from savants across the world, has proved
immensely popular in that it has needed a second edition within a

short while.
Calcutta Swami Lokeswarananda
14 November, 1983 Editor
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